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ITEM CC8

Supplementary 2 (Green)

COUNCIL – 12 february 2008

Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 – 2012/13 

Part 4 – Green Group Budget proposals

by Assistant Chief Executive & Chief Finance Officer

1. This report needs to be read in conjunction with my report to the Council on the Service and Resource planning 2008/09 – 2012/13, which sets out my commentary on the Council’s financial position overall including the adequacy of reserves and balances.  It also comments on the Cabinet (part 1), Opposition and Labour Group (parts 2 and 3) Service and Resource Planning 2008/09 –2012/13 proposals.  The commentary commences with an analysis of the risks for each Directorate and each of the parts 1 to 3 discusses how the risks have been mitigated. 

2. The Green Group has produced amendments to the Cabinet’s budget proposals; as such they have not produced a separate budget or MTFP.  The commentary on those amendments is set out below.

Overview

3. Their budget proposals are based on a 4.175% increase in Council Tax in 2008/09 and over the medium term.  The higher level of Council Tax increases the funding available by £0.755m in 2008/09, rising to £1.105m by 2012/13 when compared to the Cabinet’s proposals. 

Investment Proposals and Directorate/Pressures and Savings

4. The amendments to the Directorate pressures and savings proposals are included within the annex to the Green Groups Report.  They are discussed with the Directorate Proposals below.

Medium Term Plan

5. The budget proposals include the creation of a budget reserve from one-off funding in 2008/09 of £2.944m.  This is £0.195m more than the Cabinet’s proposals as this sum has been allocated to fund one-off proposals discussed below.

6. The table below sets out the resources available over the medium term.
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	Sum available to allocate 
	3.5
	5.4
	10.6
	10.3

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Sum available on a one-off basis
	2.9
	
	
	


Capital Programme

The Green Group is not proposing any amendments to the proposals of the Cabinet.

Directorate Proposals

7. The paragraphs below set out the main differences between the Green Party proposals and those of the Cabinet which are set out in Part 1 of the commentary report referred to at paragraph 1.  The schedule of amendments includes a combination of one-off and ongoing amounts, and only references to the first year are made in the text below.

Children, Young People & Families

8. The Green Group proposes not to allocate the £0.350m for raising achievement, but to re-allocate this sum for:

(a) Gifted and talented co-ordinator, plus support (£0.073m)

(b) Restorative justice and crime prevention in schools (£0.100m)

(c) Asylum seekers – minors (£0.150m)

9. They have also removed the £0.100m for the appointment of a Head Teacher to improve achievement in Looked After Children.

Social & Community Services

10. The proposal effectively utilises the additional sum raised from the increase in Council Tax level and some of the available one-off funding to fund a series of additional service proposals.  These service delivery address issues for carers (£0.275m); GP Advocacy (£0.050); bed blocking (£0.150m); Dementia Training (£0.050m); Social Care Transport (£0.150); Social Care from the Ground Up (£0.100m); adult education (£0.150m); ESOL (£0.050m) and Cogges Museum (in 2009/10 and 2010/11).

Environment & Economy

11. The proposals include the reinstatement of parking charges from April 2008 at the two county Park and Ride facilities and the evening and weekend on-street parking charges in Oxford.  The proposal also assumes that charges would be made for parking at the Park and Ride sites transferred from the City.  This is expected to generate additional income in the on-street parking account of £1.150m which can be utilised from 2009/10.

12. There are proposals to fund a series of areas for recycling (£0.230m); congestion charges (£0.100m); other travel schemes (£0.185m); energy efficiency (£0.252m); school safety (£0.100m) and the Urban Mine (£0.150m).

13. The Green Group proposes not to fund the Environmentally Friendly Travel scheme or the funding for the Oxfordshire Economic Partnership.

Community Safety

14. The proposals remove the additional funding for Flooding equipment and training.

Corporate Core

15. The proposals remove the additional funding for Oxfordshire Magazine, and 10% of the one-off and ongoing funding for the ICT developments.

Summary

16. The Green Group has produced amendments to the Cabinet’s proposals which broadly fund Social and Community Services increases from an increase in the Council Tax, and fund those increases in Environmental Services from increases in income.  They reflect a robust proposal, and have more resources available to allocate over the medium term due to the higher levels of Council Tax.

SUE SCANE

Assistant Chief Executive & Chief Finance Officer

Corporate Core
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